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T

he Center for Global
Health
aims
to
leverage the strength in
education, research and
service within Hampton
Roads. The center also
strives to improve the
health and quality of life for
people locally and around
the world. The mission of
the center is to positively
impact the health and
well-being of populations
through collaboration with
faculty,
students,
communities, and partners.
For more information contact
Muge Akpinar-Elci, MD, MPH,
Director
ODU College of Health Science
Center for Global Health
4806 Hampton Blvd. Room 3133
Norfolk, VA 23529
Phone (757)683-5270
Fax
(757) 683-5336

Students Participate in the Mosquito Control and
Surveillance Summer Project with the Norfolk
Department of Public Health

O

ver the summer 2016 term, the Old Dominion University (ODU) Center for Global Health
collaborated with the Norfolk Department of Public Health (NDPH) and the Eastern Virginia
Medical School (EVMS)/ODU Master of Public Health (MPH) graduate program to design a
service leaning project that would give students practical skills in vector control. My Ngoc Nguyen,
the center’s Program Manager, coordinated details and recruited students from ODU, the EVMS/
ODU MPH program and Christopher Newport University to participate in the Mosquito Control
And Surveillance Summer Project. Students specifically worked alongside the NDPH’s Vector
Control Division to perform backyard inspections, community outreach, mosquito collection and
surveillance, and laboratory work. Overall, students were able to learn more in-depth about the
control and prevention efforts that take place in their local community.
Students had the opportunity to shadow vector control employees to observe their duties in relation
to mosquito identification, control and surveillance. They learned the responsibilities that the
NDPH’s staff held in the field, in the office and in a laboratory. This was a great learning experience
that allowed students to actively participate in field learning, instead of mere theoretical practice.
Students were asked for their feedback in regard to the project as a whole and many were
enthusiastic in regard to the information they learned and with the work they were allowed to do.
Angelica Walker (ODU BSHS, Public Health intern), Lorenza West (ODU BSHS, Public Health
intern) and Malik Outram (CNU, Undergraduate Biology volunteer) gave a presentation to
executive staff from the NDPH and to students, faculty and staff from ODU and EVMS on their
experiences while participating in the program. After the student presentations, Dr. Muge AkpinarElci led a panel discussion with Dr. Demetria Lindsay (Director, NDPH), Dr. Brian Martin (EVMS),
Norman Grefe (NDPH) and Janice Hawkins (ODU School of Nursing) to get their feedback from
the program and why sustainability efforts are beneficial to both students and the community.
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Global Health Heroes

Graduate Certificate
in Global Health

Global Health Heroes was a collaboration between
the Center for Global Health and Horizons
Hampton Roads in Virginia Beach, VA. The
program was targeted towards low-income,
elementary students. The purpose of Global Health
Heroes was to teach students about global health
and each individual’s responsibility to the earth,
which makes each person a global citizen. In late
July 2016, the center designed an illustrative
Power Point presentation to teach students the
fundamentals of global health. Students also
played fun, interactive games to reinforce learning
and were given healthy snacks.
Lastly, the students ended the program with a
poster session and exhibition titled What It Means
To Be A Global Health Hero. Students were
awarded t-shits and certificates to signify their
commitment to themselves, their community and
their world.

VB Let’s Move Childhood Obesity Prevention


An online distance
learning graduate
program



A total of 15 graduate
credit hours to
complete the program



For students with a
Bachelor’s degree
from all academic
disciplines and public
health professionals in
any discipline



Graduates of the
Global Health
Certificate can expect
to find employment in
a variety of fields

Become part of a
big picture!

On November 6, 2016, Dr. Muge Akpinar-Elci, Professor
and Director of the ODU Center for Global
Health, Dr.
Maureen Boshier, faculty and
track
coordinator of the EVMS/ODU MPH program, and Ms.
Barbara J. Lito, Coordinator of the Virginia Beach
GrowSmart program with the Department of Economic
Development, presented their collaborative project Let’s
Move in Roanoke, VA at the annual meeting of the
Virginia Recreation and Parks Society (VRPS).
Let’s Move introduced an intervention regarding the
public health issue of childhood obesity in Virginia.

HealthWISE Pilot Testing
Of the 50 million formal healthcare workers around
the world, many have been victims of preventable
occupational injuries, diseases and violence at work.
To improve working conditions for healthcare
workers regionally, the Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO/WHO) and ODU Center for
Global Health (CGH) recently organized a pilot for
testing HealthWISE, a new toolkit jointly developed
by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the
International Labour Organization (ILO) aiming to
improve working conditions in healthcare settings. In the Spring of 2016, the Center for Global
Health recruited health workers and staff of a major healthcare system in Virginia to participate in a
two-day training on ways to improve working conditions in their facility using the WHO/ILO
HealthWISE toolkit. The objective of the pilot study was to see if HealthWISE was usable and
adaptable to the needs of English speaking countries, including North America and the English
Caribbean. CGH presented the results and recommendations from the pilot during the 2016
American Public Health Association annual meeting, which took place Oct. 29 – Nov. 2, in Denver,
Colorado.
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Maria Stuttaford presents Int er -Relationships
and Institutions in Implementing the Right to
Health

Study Abroad
Munich, Germany

The Center for Global Health was pleased to have had the
opportunity to co-sponsor a lecture with the Institute for Ethics
and Public Affairs (IEPS) during International Education Week
in October 2016. The lecture, Inter-relationships and
Institutions in Implementing the Right to Health, was lead by
Adjunct Associate Professor Maria Stuttaford. This event was a
discussion on “the right to health, the complexity of
mechanisms establishing and facilitating the right and
challenges related to the progressive realization of a human
rights based approach.”
“For me at the point in time, I am a universalist and I do believe in

the universal declaration of human rights. I also recognize that
there is going to be progressive realization but I cannot sit quietly
and watch what I believe as human rights violations happening in
another part of the world because of the arguments of cultural
relativism.”

The Office of Study
Abroad has collaborated
with the ODU Center for
Global Health and the
International
Studies
degree program to provide
a
service
learning
opportunity
for
both
undergraduate and graduate
students
during
the
Summer 2017 term. The
European Migration Crisis
service learning abroad trip
will take place in Munich,
Germany. Students will be
exposed to migrants from
all over the world and will
learn about the events that
have
affected
and
transformed
Europe
politically, economically,
culturally and socially.
For more information :
studyabroad@odu.edu

-M. Stuttaford

Dr. Wenxin Zhou Lectures on
Chinese Acupuncture and
Cupping
On, November 7, 2016, Dr. Wexin came to ODU to give a
lecture on acupuncture and cupping therapy as a method of
alternative health approaches and to explain the history and
practice of traditional Chinese medicine. According to Dr.
Zhou, some of the most popular applications for acupuncture
include facial pain, headaches, knee pain, neck pain, sciatica,
Rheumatoid Arthritis and depression.

Additional Past Events


July 12 Graduate and Professional
Development Fair VA Beach Campus



July 13 Graduate and Professional
Development Fair Perry Library



Oct. 13 Health Professions Fair



Nov. 15 Munich, Germany Study Abroad
Information Session



Nov. 17 International Education Week’s
Country Fair

